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During the Philipsburg Encampment in the summer of 1781,
while the main camps of the Continental and French armies were
located about two miles northeast of this point, George Washington,
Commander-in-Chief of the combined forces, issued an order
written in his own hand, “For Reconnoitering the Enemys Post at
the North end of York Island and the vicinity of it. His Excellency
Count de Rochambeau will be pleased to order a detachment of

2000 French Soldiers exclusive of the legion of the Duke de Lauzen

and have them in readiness to march at Eight oclock this evening.”

After several delays, the “Grand Reconnaissance” took place berween
July 21-23, a military operation that involved over four thousand
American and French troops who marched south on four separate
local roads to reconnoiter the British positions in New York.

“The ( American ) Troaps will march by the right and on the following
reads—Sheldons legion & Scammels light Infantry on the North River
Road—the rest of the American /mr}/;_\ on the Saw Mill River Road....
The French Troops will commence their march in two columns also—
the right column—on what is called the Sprain Road—the lefi column
on the Tiuckaboe Road. The Count de Rochambeau will be provided
with Guides who are perfectly acquainted with the Roads on w hich
he is to advance and the communications between them and the

Saw'Mill River Road” .&—‘
W =y

Camp near Dobbs’ Ferry

July 13th, 1781

It is believed by some that Washington designed this strong move
towards New York City in an effort to convince the British that
fie and Rochambeau intended to besiege the city and [hucb_}
discourage sending relief to the British forces in the south. If so,

in- this he was successful.
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The circled numbers denote the locations of interpretive wayside ‘
1f exhibits abourt the Washington-Rochambeau T’hlhpsburg Encampment. |




* I could scarce see a ground upon which to continue my preparations 4
and therefore I turned my views more seriously .. 1o an operation to the













